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you can figure out what you should do in the future. But in the real world, things are never that straightforward. A hurricane might be blowing in, or your stock market could be poised for a major move in which your trade could make you a fortune, or a hundred. The challenge of predicting the
future is that the future is not like the past; it's not like weather, or elections, or even stock prices. From 2009 to 2011, for example, the U.S. economy underwent a major transition. The nation experienced what economists call a "Great Recession" -- recession, in layman's terms, is economic

contraction -- and a "jobless recovery" in which the recovery actually slowed the pace of job growth. Economists can't measure the future by looking only at the past, so instead they look at the "fundamentals" of the economy. They assume that the amount of money banks make will drive the GDP
of a given country; they assume that the number of hours worked will drive the GDP of a country; they assume that the balance of trade between different nations will drive their GDPs. In this case, the fundamentals did take a hit, but there was also one weird outlier, an unexpected economic

phenomenon -- the catch-22 of the modern economy. Jobless recovery? For the first time since World War II, labor force growth was higher than job growth. According to the bureau of statistics,
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